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UNE – Human Rights Team
Taskforce Winnipeg to 

#SearchtheLandfill

Artwork by @Tristen.Jenni.Art
Nehiya from Chakastaypasin First Nation. 

Journal by Mireille Jaillet, 
National Women's Rep
Presentation by Julia Hu,
HR Rep,  AB, NWT, NU
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THE JOURNEY BEGINS
#SearchTheLandfill

♡ from Moncton to Winnipeg ♡

to honour and learn from the stories of 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women 

and Girls

Goal: connect with Indigenous communities 
and gain insights on challenges faced by 

Indigenous women in Winnipeg
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Arrival and Intentions
#SearchTheLandfill

A resolution was passed at the last UNE 
triennial for $25,000 to support the 

#Searchthelandfill Campaign. 
Ruby Langan and Lenora Maracle joins MJ 

♡n a meaningful quest!
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Offering 
Tobacco

CMHR 
• Witness Blanket

• Strength in Numbers
• Duty to Accommodate

• Indigenous 
Perspectives

• MMIW campaign

MMIWG2S+ 
memorial 

site Manitobah 
+ Teekca’s 
Boutique

Forks + 
Oodena 

Celebration 
Circle

Day 1 
Agenda!

Ruby L.     Lenora M.       MJ.



Day1:  Immersed in History 
and honouring tradition

Elder Barbara Nepinak 
joined us for guidance 

and education

Sister Frances guided us in 

offering tobacco. 
Tobacco is offered for many reasons: 

it is used when asking for assistance from 
an Indigenous elder or knowledge keeper.

When a person accepts tobacco, 
they are agreeing to listen openly and 

without judgement and to 
support as best as they can. Ruby,    MJ,  Lenora, Frances
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Canadian Museum of 
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Day 1, First stop:
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- Exhibitions on atrocities, battles for rights and human rights 
gains. However, much work needs to be done.

- There is universal need for closure and care for all families



Canadian Museum of Human Rights
The Witness Blanket

The installation is a cedar “blanket” made from over 800 pieces of 
Indian Residential School history. These contributions were donated by 
residential school Survivors and their families, band offices, friendship 

centres, Indigenous communities and Governments.

The contributions includes letters, photos, stories, books, clothing, art and 
fragments of buildings. 

The Witness blanket is an art installation that honours the children 
who were forced into the Indian Residential School System.
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Canadian Museum of Human Rights
Strength in Numbers

After decades of state oppression and denial of workplace rights, 16,000 workers 
went on strike in 1980. Their protest erupted when labour activist Anna 

Walentynowicz was fired from her shipyard job. The mass strike action inspired the 
Solidarity movement that united 10 million workers and lead to political change 

despite repression by the government. 

This is a historic example of non-violent, collective action that brought profound 
social and political change to an entire nation. 

Strength in Numbers is a Polish Solidarity Movement for inspiring 
change. It demonstrates the power of collective action during one 

of the largest labour uprisings in modern times.
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Canadian Museum of Human Rights
Duty to Accommodate

to address systemic racism and discrimination

Sometimes it is necessary to treat someone differently in order to prevent or 
reduce discrimination. Employers must make changes to either physical spaces or 

policies to ensure that everyone can be included.

Duty to accommodate is a legal framework that outlines how 
employers and service providers have an obligation to adjust rules, 

policies or practices to enable everyone to fully participate. 

• Providing different equipment or software to meet the needs of people with visual impairments 
• Allowing employees to take time off to attend a medical appointment and religious participations
• Managing an employees schedule in a way to balance work and caregiving obligations 
• Ensuring people who use wheelchairs have full and equal access available to them

Examples: 
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Canadian Museum of 
Human Rights
Indigenous 

Perspectives:

The Spirit Panels
The Spirit Panels is an initiative 

partnership with the National 
Association of Friendship Centres.

 
In sharing circles, Indigenous elders, 

artists, youths and communities came 
together to create symbolic art about 

their visions on Human Right, 
centering around:

Hope, Community 
and Respect. 



Canadian Museum of Human Rights
#Searchthelandfill Campaign

#Searchthelandfill Campaign has gained ground and they have been able to 

narrow down the area where the remains of the victims may be recovered. 
Especially with the recent remains found at the Saskatchewan Landfill. 

M
J’s Journ

al , Taskforce - W
in

n
ipeg 

Missing and murdered Indigenous women and girls deserve 
to be recognized, honored, and loved. 

May every stolen life, every absence, echo in our hearts. Let 
them be searched for, named, and never forgotten.

To Marcedes and Morgan, welcome home.♡ ♡ 
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• Remains of Marcedes Myran 
identified March 17, 2025.

• Remains of Morgan Harris 
identified February 2025. 

• Myran and Harris were 2 of 4 victims of 
serial killer Jeremy Skibicki.

• The search continues for the remains of a 
third victim, The Buffalo Woman.

• The Search is a collaborative effort with 
Manitoba Govt, Assembly of Manitoba 
Chiefs and Federal support. 

• Landfill contains asbestos and toxic 
materials, posing risks to searchers.

“They” said it couldn’t be done.  
“They” said it wasn’t worth the risk.  

“They” were wrong.

Rebecca Contois.   Mashkode Bizhiki’ikwe.  

Marcedes Myran.   Morgan Beatrice Harris.
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Paying Respect at The ForksDay 1, Next stop: 

The Forks is named for its 
position where the 

Assiniboine river flows into 
the Red (Fort Rouge).

 It has rich history of early 
Aboriginal settlement, the 
fur trade, the railway, and 
waves of immigration in the 

Industrial Age.  

The Oodena 
Celebration Circle 

pays homage to the 6,000 
years of Aboriginal 
peoples in the area. 

Oodena is Ojibwe for
♡ “heart of the 
community” ♡
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Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women Memorial Site

Day 1, Next stop: 

We made a prayer, 
smudged and 

offered tobacco 
near the red 

handprints painted 
on the stones
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Forks Market and Supporting 
Indigenous Businesses!

I am the proud owner 
of new winter boots 
from Manitobah, 

Buffalo sage, art and a 
bracelet from Teekca’s 

to give to my daughter! 

Day 1, Last stop: 
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Evening Reflection
#SearchTheLandfill

♡ Day 1 was a day of heavy 
learning and renewed 

purpose ♡
The mission continues and the ongoing 

commitment persists.

There is emotional toll but this reinforces 
the need to engage with the MMIW crisis 

and determination to continue work. 
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MMIW 
Mural

Prairie 
Green 

Landfill
Healing 

Lodge
Sunshine 

House

Manoomin 
Dinner

Morgans 
Warrior

Day 2 
Agenda!

Day 1, 
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Action and Art in 
Remembrance
#SearchTheLandfill

Day 2:                   Mural

Artist Jeannie White Bird 
(Rolling Rover First Nation) 
named it “you are loved” 
in Anishinaabemowin ♡

♡
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Search for Justice 
and Finding Space 

for Healing
#SearchTheLandfill

Day 2: Prairie Green 
Landfill

♡ 



M
J’s Journ

al , Taskforce - W
in

n
ipeg 

The Healing Lodge
#SearchTheLandfill

Day 2: is a space dedicated to 
grieving families of l  st 

loved   nes

One grieving grandmother of the 
serial killer’s victim said:  the 
healing lodge will let her stay 

“close to my girl… this way, I can 
stay close and kind of keep an 

eye and watch”. 
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Sunshine House 
Supporting Harm Reduction 

and Social Inclusion
#SearchTheLandfill

Day 2:

drop-in and resource centre. 
It provides a safe space and essential 
resources for vulnerable individuals. 
It focuses on harm reduction and 

serving diverse communities including 
Indigenous and 2SLGBTQIA+

We discussed how the union and 
activism can support their work, 

with a follow-up planned in June.♡ ♡ 
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Dinner at Manoomin
#SearchTheLandfill

Day 2:

Yummy Nachos!

We are working on a 
resolution support 

Indigenous-owned businesses 
in union initiatives!

♡ 

♡ 
♡ 

Bison Meat!! 
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Morgans Warriors
Courage and Compassion 

in Action
#SearchTheLandfill

Day 2:

an Indigenous women-led 
outreach group honouring 

Morgan Harris

• Provides direct support to              
the homeless

• Actively searches for vulnerable 
individuals and disposes 
dangerous materials

• Trained in Naxloxone 
administration

• We donated supplies <3

♡ ♡
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Final Reflections
#SearchTheLandfill

Carrying the weight of the 
experience and a renewed 

commitment 

I had early departure back to Moncton ♡
Feeling blessed, grateful and privileged. 

I recognize this platform, 
my voice and responsibility.  

The work has only begun
♡
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This journey is not an end but a 

continuation of the work needed to 
be done to address the MMIWG crisis

Day 3: Departure and

Artwork by 
@Tristen.Jenni.Art
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“We as people of Mother Earth must come together in both Unity and 

Equality to care for our Mother” – Gilbert Alex Sark, Jr

“We discussed the Mi’kmaw worldview as it pertains to Netukulimk – self-sustainability 

through land means respectful co-habitation.” – Ursula Johnson

Diversity and 
Tolerance – 
St. John’s, 

Newfoundland 
and Labrador

Care for the 
Mother – 

Charlottetown, 
PEI   

Netukulimk – 
Halifax, 

Nova Scotia

“I show the importance of the Land and Sea and the four corners, 

North, South, East and West.” – Dinah Anderson

Spear Point – 
Fredericton, 

New Brunswick

“This piece represents a spear point which will penetrate barriers, and inject 

the thought of human rights.” – Alan Syliboy
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